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On May 31, Undersecretary of Energy Robert Card
and Director of DOE�s Office of Science Raymond
Orbach, with DOE�s Craig Reed and Jeffrey Salmon,
visited BNL. After a tour of the STAR detector, the
visitors saw BNL�s supercomputing facilities in the
Information Technology Division, learned about some
environmental programs, then visited the Positron
Emission Tomography Facility before stopping at the
National Synchrotron Light Source. Here, U.S. Rep-
resentative Felix Grucci also joined in welcoming the
group and later hearing a presentation on current
and future research.

BNL Hosts VIPs at RHIC, ITD, PET, NSLS
May 31, 2002

U.S. Representative Felix Grucci (left) is welcomed by
Richard Osgood, Associate Laboratory Director for Basic
Energy Sciences, and Marge Lynch, Assistant Laboratory
Director for Community, Education, Government & Public
Affairs.

�On behalf of the Department of Energy, I am pleased
today to officially announce our approval to begin
the conceptual design of the $85 million Center for
Functional Nanomaterials here at Brookhaven.� With
this statement, U.S. Secretary of Energy Spencer
Abraham declared last Friday, June 14, that DOE will
establish a Northeast center for nanoscience research
at BNL, as one of five such facilities to be built around
the country under the National Nanotechnology Ini-
tiative.

The study of materials the scale of billionths of a
meter (or 1,000 times smaller than a human hair),
nanoscience is expected to allow researchers to de-
sign materials tailored to specific needs, such as
strong, lightweight materials, new lubricants, and
more efficient solar energy cells.

Abraham announced this good news � BNL�s first

June 14, 2001

Secretary Abraham Gives Go-Ahead for BNL Nanoscience
Center

[Editor�s note: Reprinted with permission from the BNL Bul-
letin - June 14, 2002.]

scientific facility construction project since the Rela-
tivistic Heavy Ion Collider (RHIC) � at a Lab-wide
meeting in Berkner Hall, during the Energy Secretary�s
first visit to BNL. Abraham delivered his remarks af-
ter touring the Lab with BNL Interim Director Peter
Paul, U.S. Representative Felix Grucci (R-NY, First
District), and DOE Office of Science Director Raymond
Orbach.

The design and construction activities of the
nanoscience center at BNL are expected to start in
fiscal year (FY) 2004, with commissioning planned
for FY2007. The project�s preliminary cost estimate
is $70-85 million. Under DOE�s Office of Science, the
conceptual design report will be prepared immedi-
ately so that construction funding can be requested
from Congress.

A standing ovation followed Abraham�s announce-


